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Item from NEWSWEEK, dated 14 December 81, page 36.

The Kaddafi Hit

Security was tightened at the top eche-
Inns of governiment recently, upon word
that an assassination squad dispatched by
Libyan strocgman pucmmar Kaddafi
had eniered the United Siates, with
instructions to kill President Recagan. By
last week the story—dznied by the Lib-
yans--had touched off a nationwide man-
hunt, and had led Keagan to consider a
cutback iu his public appearances.

Thegovernment’sinformation hascome
principally from an informant—a former
Leban«se terrorist, NFWSWEEK learned,
whe dzfected in Western Europe three
weeks ago, claiming 10 have helped train
asszssination teams. He told U.S. officials
tha: b e wospresent atamestingin Libyasix
or:ighiwecks ago at which Kaddafi issued

quuad At Large?

the order to kill Reagan—or failing that,
other high officials, including Vice Pres-
ident Bush, Secretary of State Haig and
U.S. employees at the United MNaiions.
Members of Reagan’s family, as well as his
top aides, may also be potential targets.
The defector, unknown to-American of-

' ficials before he tzlephoned a 1J.S. diplo-

matic mission seeking asylum and money,

. was subjected to lie-detector tests. He

passed. He is now in CIA custody in tke
Uriter States. Some officinls still doubt hus
story, but they are taking no chances, As
Reagan put it, “Even scinctimes when se-
curity gets what they think is a crank call,
thay can’s take that icr granted.”

The worry was that Kaddafi coula strike
anywhere. it waslearned, for instance, that

uitelligence agenis now believe that the
genmain who attacked U.8. Embassy offi-
tial Christian Cahapmanie Parislast oonth
was a member of a three-man Libyan hit
team that entered France from Cyprus on
false passports. The latest evidence of Lib-
yan plotting Lias prempted the State De-
partment to issue an .lert to dipiomatic
personnel around the world. Meanwhile,
the White House began to debate how to
respond if the Libvans attacked Reagan.
NzwswEEY, learn-d that twobastc options
were on the takle: 2 naval blockade that
would cut off L.bya's oil exports and food
imports; and an air strike sagainst one or
moreoi Kaddafi’s terrorist training camps.
Given such possibiliies, a high U.S. official
will probably issuea last-ditch public warn-
ing this week to Americen compenics in
Lihyathat thesafety of i heir 2,000 empioy-
eescanno longer be gusrunteed.
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